
As the president of The Colonial Association of Reading Educators, I would like to invite you to 

attend all of our CARE events this year.  Recently, we had our first ever “Kickoff to Literacy” on 

August 22nd, and it was our most well-attended event ever!  Our forty educators came 

together to learn some new techniques on center-based literacy strategies for the new school 

year.   

Our next event will be “Literacy Apps for the Classroom,” which will be held on September 28th 

from 4 to 6:30pm at Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit 21 on 4210 Independence Drive in 

Schnecksville.  Our presenter will be Eric Lech from CLIU 21.  Please see the enclosed flyer for 

more details.  

 We   are looking forward to a great year and want to provide you, the educator, with 

enriching events!  Please contact Melissa LaRusso, our program chair, at missyme@gmail.com 

with any thoughts or ideas of new topics that you would like to see presented.  

CARE started off the 2016-17 school year with a membership drive.  Our goal was to increase 

membership this year by five members, and it is close to being met.  Consider becoming a 

CARE member and enjoy all of the benefits, too.  Contact our membership chair Darlene 

Sanderson at darlene.sanderson08@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

Visit http://www.care-ksra.org/ for more information. September 2016 

The Colonial Association of Reading Educators' (C.A.R.E.) mission is to encourage 
and promote literacy in order to develop lifelong readers. 

An Affiliate of KEYSTONE STATE READING ASSOCIATION (KSRA) and INTERNATIONAL LITERACY ASSOCIATION (ILA) 

President’s Corner 
By Julie Borden, CARE President 

 

 

Membership Drive 
By Julie Borden, CARE President 
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CARE was host to the first annual “Kick Off to Literacy” Event, which was held at Lindberg Park 
in Allentown on August 22nd from 4 to 6pm.  0ver forty educators came together to gather new 
ideas for the elementary and preschool classrooms for the upcoming school year. 

CARE President Julie Borden welcomed everyone, and then the entire group shared something 
about themselves during the Birthday Circle ice breaker.  Later, teachers rotated through three 
“Make and Take” stations, creating hands-on, center-based tools for the upcoming school year.   

The stations included Tricky Word sort trays, Oodles of Noodles, and Message in a Bottle.  
Excitement ensued as Oodles of Noodles brought pool noodles into the classroom for fun 
literacy-building skills.  Educators created discovery bottles that built literacy skills at the 
Message in a Bottle station.  All of the educators went home with some fun and exciting tools 
to start the school year.   

Thank you to our presenters Julie Borden, Melissa LaRussso, and Christina Crews.  Also, thanks 
to Kathy Sagl for sharing her book talk that highlighted current books reviewed this summer.  At 
the end of the event, two lucky winners went home with sets of these books.  Many door prizes 
were given away, and Act 48 hours were earned as well.   

In addition, a membership drive was held during this event.  CARE gained three new members.  
Welcome to our new members of CARE!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kick-off to Literacy Event 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Colonial Association of Reading Educators welcomes new members:  Krista Gerbasio, 
Wendy Goldman, Laura Gorman, Ann Kinney, Scott Leiber, Kay Lopez, Nicole Mandry, Jessie 
Moser and Angela Ronco.  Information related to our events and membership may be found on 
CARE’s newly updated website www.care-ksra.org and Facebook page.  Please note that often 
our correspondence to school email addresses is blocked or not delivered to your inbox.  Any 
questions about membership or updating your contactact information may be directed to 
Darlene Sanderson at darlene.sanderson08@gmail.  Thank you for your interest in joining CARE 
and for helping to continue our mission “to encourage and promote literacy in order to develop 
lifelong readers.”  Be active, be passionate!  It will be a great year!   

 

Members of the Colonial Association of Reading Educators (CARE) met with State 
Representative Marcia Hahn, 138th Legislative District, on July 29, 2016 at 10:00am at her office 
on 196 West Moorestown Road (Rt. 512), Wind Gap, PA 18091.   

The purpose of the hour long meeting between Representative Hahn and CARE leaders Nancy 
Brackbill, Alex Gibb, and Millie Henning was to introduce CARE to Rep. Hahn.  This conversational 
and informative meeting was also held to solicit Rep. Hahn’s support for Literacy Advocacy in 
PA and to collect print materials pertaining to PA literacy, government, and history suitable for 
classroom use.  These materials will also be distributed at the KSRA (Keystone State Reading 
Association) Advocacy Booth at the forty-ninth annual KSRA Conference, which will be held in 
the Seven Springs Mountain Resort from Saturday, October 22nd to Tuesday, October 25th. 

Information provided to Rep. Hahn included that CARE was formed in 1981 to share information 
with other concerned educators.  CARE leaders met to exchange current reading research and 
new instructional techniques.  Attendees explained that CARE participates in state, national and 
international events and conventions and is a local reading council of the Keystone State 
Reading Association.  In addition, attendees explained that the reading council is open to any 
individual interested in promoting literacy efforts; Act 48 credit hours were provided for the 
professional development offered.   

Rep. Hahn gave a clearer understanding of her job and the ways she already supports 
educational efforts in PA.  She described how she regularly visits local classrooms to personally 
inform students of the legislative process.  One extremely valuable tool that was mentioned was 
www.legis.state.pa.us, which enables visitors to follow the progress of educational bills 

“CARE” Meet Your Representative Meeting 
By Millie Henning, CARE Secretary 

 

 

Welcome to Our New CARE Members 
By Darlene Sanderson, CARE Vice President/Membership 
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introduced in the state 
House and Senate.  In 
addition, she has education 
information posted on her 
website 
http://www.rephahn.com/. 
 
As the meeting continued, 
CARE leaders and Rep. Hahn 
discussed ways for mutually 
supporting each other’s 
literacy efforts in PA.  Some 
of them included arranging 
for a legislative or advocacy 
booth at local/state 
conferences, inviting key 
officials to visit a school or 
district, co-sponsoring 
educational and legislative 
events, holding 
informational breakfast on 
various topics for 
legislators, and utilizing 
media resources.  Rep. Hahn 
was given a membership in 
CARE and KSRA including 
newsletters, 
announcements of activities 
and invitations to meetings 
to keep her informed of our 
activities and efforts in 
advocating for literacy in 
Pennsylvania. 
 
Many thanks to 
Representative Hahn for the extremely generous amount of print materials that were given to 
the CARE leaders for educational use and for spending time with us to discuss literacy advocacy 
and education. 

 

 

This photo was taken at the office of Representative Marcia Hahn 

at the CARE "Meet Your Representative" meeting on July 29, 

2016.  Pictured from left to right are:  Nancy Brackbill, Millie 

Henning, Representative Marcia Hahn and Alex Gibb. 

http://www.rephahn.com/


For some volunteers summer plans included being part of the activities at the Summer 
Reading Club held at Allentown Public Library.  It was a free program for children ages infant 
to ten years old in the Allentown and Salisbury school districts.  The program enticed students 
to reading over summer vacation.  The theme for this year’s program was On Your Mark, Get 
Set, READ!  By being a member of the club, children were eligible to participate in many 
programs and events, including Books N Bagels, which was one of the programs CARE 
provided support. 

CARE members and officers met at the Allentown Public Library, Friday mornings from 
10:30am to 11:30am during June 6th to August 13th for one hour of reading fun.  They 
distributed bagels with a beverage to the children, while parents and guardians remained with 
the children.  The children were treated to a selection of stories from the children’s collection 
of the library.  Stories were read aloud under the shade tree on the grounds in front of the 
library.  Lots of fun literacy memories were created this Summer at the Allentown Public 
Library.   

Thanks to all of those who attended and donated their time for this great cause!   
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Have you considered attending the forty-ninth annual 
KSRA (Keystone State Reading Association) Conference?  
This year the annual KSRA will be held at the Seven 
Springs Mountain Resort from Saturday, October 22nd 
to Tuesday, October 25th.  The theme is “Literacy 
Changes Lives,” and CARE members know how much 
that statement is true.    
 
Reading is powerful and so are you.  You have the 
ability to create, inspire, and lead others into a positive 
direction of learning and reading.  Please check out 
www.ksra.org to register and/or learn more details concerning this literacy event being held 
this October 22nd to 25th.   
 
As stated earlier, CARE members will be in attendance.  Stop by the KSRA Advocacy Booth to 
pick up some handy classroom materials related to literacy in PA, history, and government.   
 
Year after year, the conference has proven to be a wonderful experience combined with 
authors, presenters, and special events.  According to the KSRA website, Anna Landers, 2016 
Conference Chair, believes that the conference “will have attendees ready to change lives and 
share the power of literacy!”  What better time than Fall to reflect on how you are going to 
carry out the school year and help to be a catalyst in changing the lives of the readers in your 
life, including yourself?   
 

 

Will You Be Attending? 
By Sherry L. Hoffman 

 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 



49th Annual 
Keystone State Reading Association Conference 

Oct. 22 to Oct. 25, 2016 
 

Theme: Literacy Changes Lives! 
 

Seven Springs Mountain Resort 
777 Waterwheel Dr. 

Seven Springs, PA 15622 
 

Barnes and Noble 
Educator Reception  
with Author Felicia Sanzari 

Chernesky 
Tuesday, Oct. 11, 2016 

6 – 8:30pm 
 

Center Valley Barnes and Noble 
2960 Center Valley Pkwy Ste 742  

Center Valley, PA 18034 

Barnes and Noble 
Educator Reception  

 
Thursday, Oct. 13, 2016 

6 – 8pm 
 

Southmont Center  
4445 Southmont Way  

Easton, PA 18045 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy Apps for the 
Elementary Classroom 

Sept. 28, 2016 
4 to 6:30pm 

Registration 4 – 4:30pm 
Session begins at 4:30pm. 

 
Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit 21 

4210 Independence Dr. 
Schnecksville, PA 18072 

Barnes and Noble 
Educator Reception  

 
Wednesday, Oct. 12, 2016 

6 – 8:30pm 
 

Lehigh Valley Mall 
801 Lehigh Lifestyle Center  

Whitehall, PA 18052 



 
 
         

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Officers 

Julie Borden President hedthread@yahoo.com 

Melissa LaRusso President - Elect/Programs missyme942@gmail.com 

Darlene Sanderson Vice President/Membership darlene.sanderson08@gmail.com 

Millie Henning Secretary HenningMillie@aol.com 

Deb Sanek Treasurer djs3345@ptd.net 
 

    Sherry Hoffman Newsletter Editor Sherry@SherryLHoffman.com 
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